
CONTENTS 

Acknowledgments ............................................ v 

Introduction ................................................. 1 

I. First Things 

1. The Blessings of Property .................................. 7 

2. Property, Law and Economy ............................... 19 

II. The Free-Rider Problem 

3. Plato's Conceit: Property at Jamestown and Plymouth ........... 33 

4. The Logic of the Commons ................................. 44 

III. Roman and Common Law: 
Status to Contract 

5. Romans and Countrymen .................................. 61 

6. The English Lead ........................................ 75 

N. From Sacred to Profane 

7. The Economists' Oversight ................................ 95 

8. Mill, Marx and Marshall .......................... , ....... 109 

V. The NewMan 

9. Robert Owen's Trinity of Evils ............................ 125 

10. The Soviet Experiment ................................... 137 

VI. Right and Just 

11. To Each His Due ....................................... 155 

12. Rights-and Property Rights .............................. 169 



IV THE NOBLEST TRIUMPH 

VII. America's Double Standard 

13. Why Isn't the Whole World Developed? ..................... 187 

14. Land Reform: Taking Liberties Abroad ...................... 203 

VIII. Historical Puzzles 

15. Property in Araby ....................................... 225 

16. Why Did Ireland Starve? .................................. 243 

IX. Issues of the Day 

17. Intellectual Property .............................. , ...... 259 

18. Property and the Environment ............................. 272 

X Issues at Home 

19. The Feudal Temptation .................................. 293 

20. The Rediscovery of Property .............................. 310 

XI. A New Beginning 

21. China, Property and Democracy ............................ 327 

Notes .................................................... 343 

Index .................................................... 371 


