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Introduction

The Argentine Forensic Anthropology Team (Equipo Argentino de
Antropologia Forense, EAAF) is a non-profit non-governmental scientific
organization based in Buenos Aires, with small offices in New York and
Cérdoba, and representations in Rosario, Tucuman, Mexico and South
Africa. The team was founded in 1984 in response to the need to investigate
the disappearances of at least 9,000 people by the military regime that
ruled Argentina from 1976 to 1983. Through the application of forensic
sciences—mainly forensic anthropology, archaeology and genetics—and in
collaboration with victims’ relatives and investigative bodies, EAAF aims to
shed light on human rights violations, contributing to the search for truth,

justice, reparation, and prevention of future abuses.

Forensic investigations comprise a range of disciplines. Forensic
anthropology uses methods and techniques from physical anthropology
and forensic medicine to investigate legal cases involving skeletal or
almost skeletonized remains. Forensic archaeology applies traditional
archaeological methods to legal contexts. Investigations also involve other
disciplines including forensic pathology, odontology, genetics, ballistics,
radiology, social anthropology, and computer sciences, among others. EAAF
applies various methods from these fields to exhume and identify victims of
disappearances and extra-judicial killings, and return remains to relatives
of victims. It further presents evidence of violations and indications of
patterns of abuse to relevant judicial and non-judicial bodies, and trains local
professionals and non-governmental organizations in forensic techniques.
EAAF members serve as expert witnesses and advisors to local and
international human rights organizations, national judiciaries, international

tribunals, and special commissions of inquiry, such as truth commissions.
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Founding of EAAF

The first exhumations of the remains
of people who had disappeared during
the military dictatorship in Argentina
(1976-1983) were carried out hastily
and often in a non-systematic manner
when democracy returned in 1984.
They were ordered by judges investi-
gating crimes committed by the mili-
tary junta, and supervised by official
forensic physicians who watched as
cemetery workers without forensic
experience exhumed graves. In 1984,
the National
Disappearance of Persons (CONADEP)
and the Grandmothers of Plaza de

Commission on the

Mayo, a local human rights organi-
zation, reached out to the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS) for technical expertise
and advice. In May 1984, a delegation
of US forensic scientists gathered by the
Science and Human Rights Program of
the AAAS went to Argentina to pro-
vide assistance in conducting exhuma-
tions and analysis of bone remains.
They found several hundred exhumed,
unidentified skeletons stored at several
medical legal institutions. Many bags
contained the bones of more than one
individual. The delegation called for
an immediate halt to the exhumations
because of improper exhumation, stor-
age, and analysis.

One of the delegation members was
Dr. Clyde Snow, one of the world’s
foremost experts in forensic anthropol-
ogy. Dr. Snow called on archaeologists,
anthropologists, and physicians to
begin exhumations and analysis of skel-
etal remains using traditional archaeo-

logical and forensic anthropology

techniques. A group of archaeology,
anthropology and medical students vol-
unteered to help the foreign delegates
conduct the first exhumations using
scientific methods. With the support of
victims' relatives, and under the guid-
ance of Dr. Snow, some of the students
continued to apply forensic sciences to
investigate cases of political disappear-
ance in Argentina. Dr. Snow returned
to Argentina over the following five
years, to provide training to the found-
ing members of the Argentine Forensic
Anthropology Team (EAAF) and help-
ing to form the organization. To this
day, Dr. Snow and EAAF continue to
work together on other projects and in
different countries.

Following Dr. Snow, EAAF is among
groups that pioneered the application
of forensic sciences to the documenta-
tion of human rights violations. In 1986,
the team began to expand its activi-
ties beyond Argentina and has since
worked in more than 40 countries in
the Americas, Africa, Europe, and Asia.

The team’s work is guided by princi-
ples of international human rights and
humanitarian law, and the fundamental
belief in the respect for individual and
collective rights to truth and justice. One
of EAAF’s guiding principles is to main-
tain utmost respect for the perspective
and concerns of victims’ relatives and
communities, and to work with them
closely through all stages of the exhu-
mation and investigation process. The
team’s work is further grounded in the
understanding that the identification of
remains is a great source of solace to
families suffering from the disappear-
ance of a loved one.

INTRODUCTION

EAAF also provides training to foren-
sic professionals, human rights groups,
associations of families of victims,
and others to strengthen their ability
to carry out independent investiga-
tions. Furthermore, EAAF works for
the improvement of international and
national forensic protocols, transpar-
ency of criminal investigations, and
the inclusion of independent forensic
experts in human rights investigations.

Current Developments

Over the past 27 years, EAAF has grown
considerably, especially since 2007,
which marked the beginning of the Latin
American Initiative for the Identification
of the Disappeared (LIID) in Argentina.
As a result of LIID, EAAF has been able
to incorporate its own genetics labora-
tory, and significantly increase the appli-
cation of genetic testing in many of the
team’s investigations. In addition to
twelve core members, EAAF currently
works with many other staff members,
consultants, volunteers, and students in
a variety of fields, ranging from prelimi-
nary investigations, excavations, labo-
ratory work, genetic testing, and the
organization’s documentation program.
EAAF has recently established small rep-
resentation offices in Mexico and South
Africa, based on growing demand for
assistance in these regions.

This report, covering three years of
EAAF's work from 2007 to 2009, pro-
vides a brief overview of the organi-
zation’s activities during the period.
Individual reports on selected projects,
such as LIID, or EAAF's long-term work
in northern Mexico, among others, are
being published separately.
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EAAF Staff, Consultants, Volunteers

2007-2009 (in alphabetical order)

SENIOR INVESTIGATORS
Buenos Aires

Patricia Bernardi

Daniel Bustamante
Sofia Egafa

Luis Fondebrider

Rafael Mazzella

Miguel Nieva

Carlos Somigliana
Silvana Turner

Mercedes Salado-Puerto
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JUNIOR INVESTIGATORS
Buenos Aires

Mariela Fumagalli

Pablo Gallo

Soledad Gheggi

Gabriela Ghidini

Analia Gonzalez-Simonetto
Victoria Hernandez
Alejandra Ibanez

Celeste Perosino

Maia Princ

Maria Inés Sanchez (until 2010)
Mariana Segura

Mariana Selva

Selva Varela

ADMINISTRATION & ACCOUNTING

Buenos Aires

Laura Baccari

Alejandro Bautista (until 2008)
Claudio Canas

Raul Cardozo

Andrea del Rio

Florencia Ghiosi

Patricia Diaz Cartagena

CONSULTANTS
Buenos Aires

Juan Pablo Acierno
Marcelo Pablo Castillo
Viviana D'Amelia

Juan Nébile

Leonardo Ovando Gabin
Virginia Urquizu

LIID CALL CENTER
Buenos Aires

Alan Baratti (until 2009)
Rosario Canas

Andrea Di Maria (until 2009)
Lucia Ferro (until 2009)
Gladys Kehm

Marfa Paula Laserna (until 2009)
Brenda Maier (until 2009)
Nuri Quinteiro

Rocio Quinteiro

Carlos Rojas

Leonardo Rossi (until 2009)

SENIOR INVESTIGATORS
Cérdoba

Anahi Ginarte

Dario Olmo (until 2010)

CONSULTANTS
Cérdoba

Valeria Irene Margherit
Marina Mohn (until 2010)
Fernando Olivares

Melisa Paiaro

lvana Wolff (until 2007)

EAAF GENETICS LABORATORY
Alicia Borosky

Laura Catelli

Florencia Garrone

Carola Romanini

Magdalena Romero Ferrer

Marcela Villar

Carlos Vullo

CONSULTANTS

Tucumén

Diego Sebastidn Arganaraz Fochi
Alejandro Nicolas Barrales

Paulo Esteban Barrales

Maria Valeria Celi Preti

Alvaro Leonardo Flores

Marisa Gabriela Ponce

Lucrecia Marina Raquel Torres Vega
Diego Manuel Villareal

SENIOR INVESTIGATORS
New York
Mercedes Doretti

CONSULTANTS

New York

Lesley Carson (until 2007)
Ariadna Capasso (until 2007)
Raymond Pettit

Brigitte Schmid (2008-2009)
Rachel Weintraub (2008)

REPRESENTATIVE
Mexico
Ana Lorena Delgadillo

CONSULTANTS

Mexico

Alma Gémez Gémez

Carmen Osorno Solis (2010-)
lvana Wolff (2010-2011)

REPRESENTATIVE
South Africa
Claudia Bisso



Objectives of EAAF's Work

® Apply forensic sciences to the investigation and
documentation of human rights violations.

® Provide this evidence to courts, special commissions of
inquiry, and international tribunals.

®m Assist relatives of victims in their right to truth
and justice by providing an independent forensic
investigation and the possibility to recover the remains
of their loved ones so that they can carry out customary
funeral rites and mourn.

® Collaborate in the training of new teams and forensic
professionals in other countries.

® Conduct seminars on the human rights applications of
forensic sciences for humanitarian organizations, judicial
systems, and forensic institutes around the world.

® Strengthen the field by participating in regional and
international forensic activities.

® Contribute to the historical reconstruction of the
recent past, often distorted or hidden by the parties or
government institutions that are themselves implicated

in the crimes under investigation.
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Each year dozens of people
help EAAF continue its
work. From 2007 to 2009,
the following individuals
assisted us in a wide range
of capacities:

ARGENTINA Dr. Carlos Zanini, Technical
and Legal Secretary of the Presidency
Ministry of Exterior Relations, International
Commerce and Culture (MRECIC): Dr.
Jorge Taiana, Chancellor (2005-2010), and
Dr. Héctor Timerman, Chancellor (2010)
m Secretary of Human Rights, Ministry
of Justice, Security and Human Rights:
Dr. Eduardo Luis Duhalde, Dr. Luis Alem,
Maria Eugenia Michnig, Luis Alen, Judith
Said and Graciela Navarro = International
Cooperation Office, Argentine Fund for
Bilateral Cooperation (FO-AR), MRECIC:
Ambassador Julia Levi, and Sebastian Baez
®m Human Rights Office, MRECIC: Eduardo
Acevedo Diaz, Silvia Cao, and Laura Toker
= Juridical Affairs Offie, MRECIC: Dr. Maria
del Carmen Seoane de Ghiodi, Director
of International Judicial Assistance = US
Embassy in Buenos Aires: Ambassador Earl
Anthony Wayne, Rosario Miro and Heidi
Gomez m Federal Chamber of Appeals in the
Federal Criminal and Correctional Court: Dr.
Horacio Cattani and staff m Interfly: Claudio
Ghisalberti ® Argentine Center for Joint
Training in Peace Operations: Colonel Raul
Bertoia and Lieutenant Colonel Cesar Prado =
CONADEP: Silvia San Martin, Estela Segado,
and Coque Condomi m Secretary of Human
Rights for the Province of Buenos Aires: Sara
Derotier de Cobacho, director, Victor Hugo
Diaz, Miguel Saghessi, anthropologist, and
all the Secretary personnel m Secretaries of
Human Rights and their Offices throughout
Argentina: Martin  Mujica and Laura
Matarollo = Special Representation for
Solidarity Actions (REDES), MRECIC: Maria
Aurora Duhalde ®m Ministry of Health: Dr.
Mabel Maschio, Dr. Nora Etchenique, and
Alejandra Toledo, Institute of Hemotherapy
in La Plata m Mario Zirardini, notary =
Medical Staff and Technicians from blood
samples collection centers throughout
Argentina m National Blood Bank Network =
Marcelo Duran, Informational Technologies,
Ministry of Health m Secretary of National
Sports: Claudio Morresi, Secretary m Daniel
Valladares, Judith Ambrune and personnel
from the General Secretary of the Federal
m Dr. Luis Alberto Bosio and Dr. Norberto



Lépez Ramos, forensic pathologists of the
University of Buenos Aires Medical School
m Federal Capital Medical Legal Institute =
Andrea Vallarino, FO-AR - Ministry of Foreign
Affairs m Beatriz Pfeiffer, Human Rights
Office of Santa Fe m Domingo Pochetino,
Sub Secretary of Human Rights - Santa Fe
m Pablo Vasell, Secretary of Human Rights
of Corrientes ®m Amelia Baez, Secretary
of Human m Associations of Relatives of
Dissappeared People: Grandmothers of
the Plaza de Mayo, Mothers of the Plaza
de Mayo-Linea Fundadora, Relatives of
the Disappeared and Detained for Political
Reasons, HERMANQOS, HIJOS m Human Rights
Organizations: Argentine Foundation for
Historic and Social Memory, CELS m Gency:
Esteban Rico, and Evangelina Rico m Actors
and Journalists participating ad honorem in
the LIID Publicity Campaign: Magdalena Ruiz
Guinazu, journalist; Victor Hugo Morales,
journalist; Pablo Echarri, actor; Julieta
Diaz, actress; Ernestina Pais, television and
radio host; Arbolito, musicians = José Luis
Mangeri, Publisher m Cynthia Benzion, lawyer
m Dr. Gustavo Politis, archaeologist, Natural
Sciences Museum of La Plata m Medico-
Forensic Corps of the National Judiciary: Dr.
Marta Maldonado, forensic odontologist, and
Dr. Roberto Cohen, forensic doctor m Pedro
Mondoni, National University of Rosario =
Dr. Carolina Varsky, lawyer m Dr. Edgardo
Emilio Casset, biochemist m Dr. Cyntia Urroz,

radiologist ®m Ms. Diana Barbieri, National
Registrar's Office ® Dr. Emilce Moller,
mathematician, School of Physical Sciences
= National University of Mar del Plata = Dr.
Raul Carnese, Department of Anthropology,
Buenos Aires National University m Dr. Sonia
Sauer, forensic odontologist ® Rights of
Misiones ® Inés Ulanovsky, artist = Marfa
Consuelo Castano Blanco, President of
the Comisién Desaparecidos Espafoles in
Argentina = Elisa Varone and Ireme Quaglia,
ICRC delegation in Argentina m Alicia Dasso,
Artist m Alejandra Carrizo, APDH Formosa =
Coérdoba = Museum of Anthropology: Dr.
Andrés Laguens, Dr. Mirta Bonin, former
director, Dr. Roxana Cattaneo, current
director; Equipo Ambato: Dr. Marcos Gastaldi
(archaeologist, designed survey of La Perla),
Dr. Bernarda Marconetto, and Henrik
Lindskoug; Laboratory of Zooarchaeology
and Taphonomy in Arid Regions: Dr.
Mariana Mondini, Dr. Sebastian Mufioz and
Lic. Marina Mhon; Archaeological Rescue
Team, National University of Cérdoba, Dr.
Mariana Fabra, director, and members
Claudina Gonzalez, Aldana Tavarone,
Soledad Salegaand, and all the other staff
at the Museum of Anthropology = Dr. Juan
Schiaretti, Vice-Governor of the Province of
Cérdoba = Dr. Luis Juez, Mayor of Coérdoba
City m Luis Baronetto, Municipal Director
of Human Rights ® Secretary of Human
Right for the Province of Cordoba: Dr.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Raul Sanchez, and Dario Olmo = National
University of Cérdoba, Faculty of Philosophy,
Dr. Monica Maldonado = Dr. Marcela Pacheco
® Dr. Laura Valdemarca m HIJOS — Cérdoba:
Agustin de Toffino and Martin Fresneda =
Laura Arraya ® Ana Maria Mariani ® Carolina
Alvarez m Medical Forensic Institute: Dr.
Piccardi, director, Dr. David Dib, and Dr.
Guillermo Fontaine ® Dr. Alejandra Mahieu
m Dr. Jorge Perano ® Dr. Mirta Rubin = Dr.
Lyllan Lugue = Dr. Maria Elena Mercado = Dr.
Diego Tatian m Dr. Héctor Schmucler m Those
who gave testimony but whose names
remain confidential m Judges Silvia Avila and
Patricia Mercado m ELECTROINGENIERIA S.A:
Osvaldo Acosta, president, Hector Francisetti
m Federal Court No. 3: Dr. Cristina Garzon
de Lascano, judge (until 2009), Dr. Alejandro
Sanchez Freytes, interimjudge, and personnel
of the Court, especially Dr. Mirta Rubin, court
secretary, Dr. Alicia Perrotat and Dr. Graciela
Silvia Lopez de Filofiuk, Federal Prosecutor
® La Voz del Interior: Ana Maria Mariani
and Juan Simo, journalists ® Hemotherapy
Personnel of Children’s Hospital, especially:
Liliana Verger m Human Rights Organizations:
Abuelas Cordoba, and Familiares Cérdoba =
Empresa Landwork = The Command of the
4th Parachute Brigade — Rapid Deployment
Unit m Personnel from the 4th Company of
Parachute Engineers from the 3rd Army Corps
m Office of Firefighters of the Cérdoba Police
m Office of Explosives Control and Special

Acknowledgements for contributions to ALAF’s 3th Congress, held in Buenos Aires

EAAF and ALAF would like to especially thank the Board of Directors and the President of the Argentine Medical Association
(AMA), Dr. Elias Hurtado Hoyos; Guillermo Couto, administrator of the AMA Social Office; Dr. Luis Alberto Kvitko, Chair of
Legal Medicine at the Faculty of Medicine, University of Buenos Aires; Dr. Oscar Alberto Locani, Director of Toxicology and
Legal Chemistry of the National Judiciary; Dr. Norberto Lopez Ramos, an expert witness for the Medico-Forensic Corp of
the National Supreme Court; and Dr. Luis Alberto Bosio, senior expert witness for the Medico-Forensic Corp of the National
Supreme Court and long-time EAAF collaborator.

We also valued the support of the National Bank Foundation, Argentina, the Open Society Institute (OSI), and the Delegation
of the European Commission in Argentina, all of which enabled EAAF to host the ALAF Congress. In addition, we would like
to thank the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) for supporting the travel of ALAF members, and the World
Archaeological Congress (WAC), which contributed to the workshops. The ALAF Congress planning committee would like
to recognize the contributions from EAAF staff, in particular, from Marcelo Castillo and Viviana D’Amelia for their help with
graphic design, and Patricia Diaz Cartagena and Claudio Cafnas for their assistance with administrative matters.

Finally, EAAF would like to thank Estela Carloto, President of the Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo and the National
Secretariat for Human Rights and the Secretariat for Human Rights of the City of Buenos Aires for participating in and making
arrangements for the panel: “Memory and the Promotion of Human Rights in the Argentine Experience”.

For more information on this conference, please see the ALAF Special Section of this report.
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Arms of the Airport Security Police of the
Cérdoba Police m National University of Rio
Cuarto, Dept. of Geography: Dr. Guillermo
Sagripanti and Diego Villalba = Mendoza
m All the personnel of the Prosecutor’s Unit
for Coordination and Follow-Up for cases
of human rights violations, in particular: Dr.
Omar Palermo, Federal Prosecutor, and Dr.
Romina Ronda = Federal Court No. 1 of the
Province of Mendoza: Judge Dr. Walter Bento,
Dr. Marcelo Guernica, court secretary, and Dr.
Ernesto Fonseca m All the staff at the Capital
Cemetery in the city of Mendoza: Ernesto
Avila, director, and especially Claudio Radl
Diaz, Alejandro Damian Ferreyra, Gustavo
Ariel Genovesi, and Bruno Delmar Alonso =
All the Relatives of Disappeared People from
Mendoza that accompanied us during our
excavations ® Personnel from the National
Gendarmerie from Mendoza = Fernanda
Minotto m Dr. Eloy Martinez, geophysicist
® Ecumenical Movement for Human Rights
(MEDH) = San Luis = Permanent Assembly
for Human Rights of San Luis: Lilian Videla
= National University of San Luis, Faculty of
Mathematic and Natural Physical Sciences:
Dr. Felix Daniel Nieto Quintas, chair;
Department of Geology: Dr. David Aguilera =
San Juan = Dr. Margarita Camus, Judge for
Implementation of Sentences of the Province
m Dr. Gabriela Camus

AUSTRALIA Dr. Stephen Cordner and Dr.
Soren Blau, Victorian Institute of Forensic
Medicine (VIFM) = Argentine Embassy
in Canberra: Ambassador Pedro Villagra
Delgado.

BELGIUM Justice Rapid Response (JRR):
Alison Smith, Andras Vamos-Goldman, and
John Ralston.

BOLIVIA Asociacion de Familiares de
Detenidos Desaparecidos y Martires por la
Liberacion Nacional (ASOFAMD): Loyola
Guzman, Raquel Barreto, Dalmiro Villamar,
and Gustavo Rodriguez Ostria, historian =
Institute of Forensic Investigations (IDIF): Dr.
Edgar Gisbert Monzén, forensic doctor =
Inter-institutional Council to Solve Cases of
Forced Disappearances (CIEDEF): Alejandro
Rodriguez investigator m Argentine Embassy
in La Paz.

CANADA Debbie Bodkin, Regional Police,

York, Ontario m Community of Newmarket,
Ontario.
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CHILE Presidential Advisory Commission
on Human Rights: Maria Luisa Sepulveda,
director, and Marfa Luisa Ortiz.

COLOMBIA Dr. Maria Dolores Morcillo
Méndez, forensic pathologist m Jorge Pachén,
ballistics expert

CYPRUS Committee on Missing Persons
of Cyprus m Dr. Morris Tidbal Binz, Forensic
coordinator, ICRC = Oran Finegan, Ireland,
forensic anthropologist m Hugh Tuller, USA,
forensic anthropologist m Clea Koff, USA,
forensic anthropologist m Cecily Crooper, UK,
forensic archaeologist.

DENMARK Dr. Hans Peter Hougen, forensic
pathologist.

EL SALVADOR Tutela Legal, the Legal Office
of the Archbishop of San Salvador: Marfa Julia
Herndndez and Wilfredo Medrano = Santa
Tecla Institute of Legal Medicine m National
Medical Legal Institute: Dr. Hernandez
Gaviria, Dr. Orellana, Dr. Méndez, Dr.
Pablo Mena, Dr. Saul Quijada, Dr. Francisco
Menjivar m Chancellory for Human Rights
in El Salvador: Gerardo Alegria m Argentine
Embassy in San Salvador: Ruben Nestor Patto
m Oscar Ernesto Menjivar Chavez = Save the
Children m Lissette Campos, lawyer m Pro-
Busqueda m Lucy de Acevedo, COFAMIDE =
Vice-Ministry for Salvadorans outside of the
County, Ministry of Foreign Affairs: David
Morales, Garcia Ludenille Ricardo = Consul
of El Salvador in Tapachula, Mexico: Luis
Perdomo Vidal

FRANCE Danielle Incalcaterra, flmmaker m
Fausta Quattrini, filmmaker.

HONDURAS FONAMIH Edith Zavala,
executive director, Karen Valladares m=
COFAMIPRO :Edita Maldonado

INDONESIA KontraS: Sri Suparyat, Regina
Astuti, Putri Kanesia, Papang Hidayat, Lya
Nia, and David Fau m IKOHI: Mugiyanto Sipin,
Ari Yurino, and Rini Kusnadi.

MEXICO Mexican Commission for the
Protection and Defense of Human Rights =
Justice for Our daughters: Norma Ledesma
m Our Daughters Back Home m Commission
to Prevent and Eradicate Violence against
Women in Ciudad Judrez m Centro de
Derechos de la Mujer, Chihuahua = Rossina

Uranga Barri, psychologist ® Carmen
Macias, psychologist m Washington Office
on Latin America ® Alma Guillermoprieto,
journalist m Ciudad Juarez Morgue: Dr.
Padilla, Yessmin Antillon m U.S. Consulate
in Ciudad Juarez m Mario Bronfman, Ford
Foundation, Mexico Office m Colegio de la
Frontera Norte: Dr. Rodolfo Rubio, Dr. Rafael
Alarcon m Miguel Sarre, lawyer m Voces
Mesoamericanas: John Burstein m ENLACE:
Miguel Angel Paz, Aldo Ledén Pereyra m
Dimensién Pastoral of Human Mobility :
Sister Leticia Gutiérrez, Axel Garcia m Saltillo
Bethlehem House Migrants’ Shelter: Father
Pedro Pantoja ® Institute for Migrating
Women: Gretchen Kuhner m Jesuit Service
for Migrants m Sheltering Brothers along the
Route: Father Alejandro Solalinde Guerra =
Representative for the Office of the High
Commissioner of Human Rights in Mexico:
Amerigo Incalcaterra (formerly), Javier
Hernandez Valencia m PCS: Diego Lorente m
Center for Migrants’ Human Rights, Cuidad
Juarez: Blanca Navarette m Alma Gémez =
Lucha Castro.

PARAGUAY All commissioners and staff,
Commission of Truth and Justice = Miguel
Romd, Argentine Ambassador for Paraguay
® Andrés D. Ramirez, Coordinador, Unidad
de Desapariciones Forzadas y Ejecuciones
Extrajudiciales.

PHILIPPINES The Asian Federation Against
Enforced Disappearances: Mary Aileen
Diez-Bacalso, Secretary General, Candy
May Nabaunag, Emilia Aquino, Rosanna
Contreras, Darwin Mendiola.

PORTUGAL Dr. Maria Cristina de Mendonca,
forensic pathologist.

THE NETHERLANDS Mariano Slutzky,
journalist m Henriette Stratmann, forensic
anthropologist.

SWITZERLAND Claudia Geréz = “The
Missing” Project, International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC): Dr. Morris Tidball
Binz, Ute Hofmeister, archaeologist =
Tina Mesquiati, social worker ®m Doudou
Diene, U.N. Special Rapporteur United on
Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related
Intolerance m Roberto Ricci, John Ralston and
Stuart Groves, Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights.



SPAIN Dr. Conrado Rodriguez Martin,
Canary Institute of Bioanthropology = Dr.
Manuel Polo Cerdd, University of Valencia
m Dr. Francisco Etxeberria and Javier Ortiz,
Basque Country m Municipal Institute of
Health, Barcelona ® Association for the
Recovery of Historical Memory, Emilio Silva,
President, and Monserrat Sans, lawyer =
Associacio per la recuperacié de la memoria
historica de Catalunya, Manuel Perona,
President; Nuria Gallach, Secretary = Dr.
Carracedo Alvarez, geneticist, Director of the
Medical Legal Institute of Santiago, Spain =
Argentine Embassy in Madrid: Ambassador
Carlos Bettini; Carlos Mario Duhalde,
consular advisor; the embassy staff.

SOUTH AFRICA Argentine Embassy in
Pretoria: Ambassador Carlos Sersale Di
Cerisamo, and Valentina Pomi m National
Prosecuting Authority: Anton Ackerman and
Madeleine Fullard, Kavita Chibba, Tshiamo
Moela, Debora Quin, and Siphiwo Phalane
m Atlantic Philanthropies: Gerald Kraak =
Human Anatomy Department, University of
Pretoria: Maryna Steyn, Erika L'Abbe, Marius
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Recommendations

Based on our experiences working as forensic anthropologists for truth commis-

sions, special commissions of inquiry, and national and international tribunals,

we would like to put forward a number of recommendations. We think that the

effectiveness of these institutions can be improved through the following:

1. Improve the relationship between families
of victims and forensic teams.

We strongly recommend direct contact between forensic
teams and the relatives of victims. In many cases involving
human rights violations, particularly in cases of political dis-
appearances, the relatives of the victims have been mistreat-
ed by officials, who often deny the very fact of the disap-
pearance of their loved ones. It is important to reestablish
this link of trust and respect.

1.1 Facilitate the right to truth for families of
victims.

Forensic investigators should assist victims’ families when-
ever possible by (1) facilitating access to sites where investi-
gations are being carried out; (2) providing basic information
before, during, and after the forensic work, informing them
of the many possible outcomes of any given forensic investi-
gation (i.e., the likelihood of locating or identifying remains),
and taking into account their expectations; (3) considering
and addressing their concerns, doubts, questions and objec-
tions; and (4) promoting the means to provide them with
the results of forensic investigations, following international
recommendations and forensic protocols.

1.2 Seek consensus from families and/or com-
munities for exhumations and respect cul-
tural and religious funeral rites.

Investigators should request the families’ and/or affected
communities’ approval in cases when there are no legal con-
straints, and when the identities of the bodies to be exhumed
are known or strongly suspected. EAAF's experience in differ-
ent countries, involving diverse cultures, religions, and po-
litical situations has shown that exhumations and reburial
ceremonies relating to human rights violations have a strong
healing effect on families of victims and communities. How-
ever, in some situations, families do not want exhumations.
In other cases, exhumations must be performed respecting
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relatives’ or communities’ cultural and religious practices
with regard to the dead, such as reburial ceremonies. If these
issues are not taken into account before embarking on a
forensic investigation, the work may fail and produce more
suffering for those we are trying to assist.

In cases of total opposition to exhumation from victims’ fam-
ilies or communities, there still are non-conflicting ways to
document human rights violations. From a legal standpoint,
this is often possible as (1) most tribunals and commissions
will only order forensic work in a very select number of cases;
and (2) to prove a massacre took place, for example, not
all of the victims’ remains need to be found and examined.
From historical and documentation standpoints, we can of-
ten provide an estimation of the number of victims through
other means.

2. Create mechanisms to continue the recov-
ery and identification process beyond a
commission’s or tribunal’s mandate.

The time in which a truth commission or tribunal operates
tends to be very short in comparison with the time neces-
sary for exhumations and identifications of victims in a given
conflict. Thirty-five years after the peak of the repression in
Argentina, for example, EAAF is still working on the search
for the disappeared. Similarly, the work in Chile and Guate-
mala will continue for years. Most commissions do not set
up mechanisms or include in their recommendations specific
ways to continue the work after their investigations come to
an end. At times, the forensic work continues with difficul-
ties and interruptions, and in other circumstances, it ends
with the commission. However, locating and identifying the
victims is a right of their families and an obligation of the
parties involved in a conflict. It is also an essential first step
in the process of reparation that helps a society to deal with
its tragic past. We encourage commissions to provide spe-
cific guidelines in their final recommendations in order to



continue the process of finding and identifying the victims of
human rights violations after their initial work is completed.

3. Whenever possible, improve contacts be-
tween the independent forensic experts and
the local judiciaries, prosecutors, judges,
and lawyers.

It is essential to give presentations to local judiciaries and
lawyers with basic information about how the forensic sci-
ences, mainly forensic anthropology, genetics, and archaeol-
ogy, can contribute to judiciary investigations. This also pro-
vides a valuable opportunity to discuss the way evidence is
handled in a particular country, to discuss exemplary cases
from other parts of the world, as well as local ones, and to
understand the concerns of the legal community.

4. Whenever possible, train and promote local
teams and local forensic experts.

The role of international forensic teams should not be limited
to forensic investigation and analysis, but should also em-
phasize working with, training, and promoting local teams
and local forensic experts. In countries where massive human
rights violations occurred and forensic work is needed, it is
vital to reinforce existing forensic units or help to train new
local teams. This is essential for a variety of reasons:

a. In most of these countries, the forensic work of identi-
fying victims of violations takes decades. International
teams will usually spend only a limited amount of time
during each mission, and only for a few years; a na-
tional team can dedicate itself full-time to this work.

b. In many of the countries where we work, forensic sci-
ence is less developed or almost nonexistent, and in
most cases, the use of archaeological and anthropo-
logical techniques is uncommon or absent. The use of
physical evidence in court is, in general, limited and
most testimony is oral. Therefore, by training or creat-
ing a national forensic team or forensic professionals
who can address this problem, there is usually a general
improvement in criminal procedures and, as a result, in
the rule of law.

RECOMMENDATIONS

c. National teams may serve the families of the victims
and their communities in more effective ways as ex-
perts who speak the language, are from the same or a
similar culture, have often lived through similar experi-
ences, and often have a strong commitment to improv-
ing the rule of law in their countries.

At the same time, in cases where the national teams are gov-
ernmental, it is always important to have independent local
experts or teams as well, since many individuals involved in
medical legal systems where massive human rights violations
occurred have been complicit or unable to act independently
during previous non-democratic regimes under investigation.

5. Whenever possible, maintain contact with
local human rights organizations.

At the time of the occurrence of massive human rights viola-
tions in a given country, the judiciary normally loses much of
its capacity to impartially investigate crimes committed by
the state or by armed parties in a civil conflict. On the other
hand, truth commissions are usually created in transitional
moments, such as at the end of civil conflicts, wars, or state
terrorism, for example. Thus, local non-governmental orga-
nizations (NGOs) often fill part of the gap. At times, at great
risk to their members, they form a bridge between the in-
vestigative body and the witnesses, survivors, and relatives
of victims. Even in democratic transitional moments, wit-
nesses and relatives of the victims will frequently feel more
comfortable releasing information to a local NGO or giving
testimonies before a court of law or national or international
commissions of inquiry with the support or mediation of
an NGO. Truth commission investigators usually rely on the
work of NGOs as a starting point for their investigations.

6. Improve access to DNA.

Informing relatives of a disappeared person that the remains
being analyzed do not correspond to their loved one is very
difficult. However, it is equally difficult to tell them that we
are uncertain about whether these remains match their
loved ones, and that, since we have no way to resolve this
doubt, the remains must be placed in a box to be stored
once again.
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Traditional forensic anthropological techniques are limited
when sufficient ante-mortem information cannot be ob-
tained. This was often the situation until the early 1990s,
when it became possible to recover DNA from skeletal re-
mains. Genetic testing quickly became a critical tool in hu-
man rights investigations.

However, DNA analysis can be very expensive and time con-
suming when applied on a large scale. Few laboratories in
the world have sufficient experience in processing bone and
tooth samples, a more complicated process than extracting
DNA from soft tissue. With few exceptions, these laboratories
are not located in the countries where they are most needed.
Since the early 1990s, EAAF has benefited from the generous
pro bono work of laboratories in the United States, Canada,
and the United Kingdom. In the early 2000s, EAAF raised ad-
ditional funding for DNA analysis and began processing cases
successfully through a private Argentine genetic laboratory,
LIDMO. Still, only a limited number of cases could be accom-
modated annually. As a result, EAAF began a genetics initia-
tive in Argentina in 2007, securing funding to expand the use
of genetics on a massive scale. The conflicts in the Balkans and
the September 11, 2001, attack on the World Trade Center
left tens of thousands of individuals needing identifications,
and as a result, important upgrades in DNA technology made
processing bone samples faster and cheaper. EAAF has used
these advances in its own initiative to conduct testing on dif-
ficult cases that had little hope of being solved until recently.
Also, as part of this initiative, EAAF constructed its own ge-
netics laboratory in Cérdoba, Argentina, dedicated solely to
working on human rights cases.

In addition, EAAF has focused on the creation of genetic
blood banks, to keep samples in case testing becomes pos-
sible at some future point (if new gravesites are discovered)
or if retesting is necessary for any reason, whether or not
all relatives are present or alive. To address this problem in
Argentina, beginning in 1998, EAAF began to collect three
blood samples from each relative of a disappeared person
who visited our Buenos Aires office. In 2008, EAAF signed
an agreement with the Argentine Secretary of Human Rights
for the creation of a databank for storing blood samples and
genetic profiles from relatives of disappeared persons. EAAF
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is promoting such governmental and non-governmental
partnership in the collection and archiving of blood samples.
Thus far, EAAF has collected nearly 7,500 total blood sam-
ples for the databank, from the families of almost 4,500 dis-
appeared persons. This approach could become important
in many projects, such as in countries where HIV is affecting
large portions of the adult population.

7. Protect possible killing and burial sites.

Whenever possible, it is important to protect possible killing
and burial sites if they are not to be investigated at the time
of discovery. In this way, they will be available to families of
victims and investigators working on future investigations.

8. Preserve crucial evidence and forensic re-
ports for possible ongoing and future inves-
tigations and prosecutions.

Uncovering evidence of human rights crimes does not neces-
sarily mean that justice is immediately achieved. Many human
rights violations are investigated under a judicial framework
but are not prosecuted—mostly because of amnesty laws that
limit the role forensic evidence can play in judicial processes.
However, as new mechanisms are developed in the field of
international criminal law and old cases are brought back to
trial (as in Argentina and Chile, for example) it is important
that vital evidence, documental archives, and forensic reports
be preserved by the court, human rights NGOs, truth com-
missions, and other institutions involved in pre- or related trial
investigations, in order to be used as needed in future trials.

9. Create witness and informer protection
programs.

In each commission or tribunal, there is usually a core group
of ten to fifteen key witnesses to major incidents who pro-
vide information to investigative bodies and forensic teams.
Often these individuals need protection, including, in some
cases, eventual safe emigration to another country. In most
cases, this type of commission has no mechanism for deal-
ing with witness safety. An ad hoc measure may eventually
be enacted, depending upon the commission’s specific man-
date, how it is interpreted, and the flexibility of the interna-



tional, national, and regional bodies that may assist in this
process. Though setting up a Witness Protection Program is
complicated, it is extremely important to include some sort of
mechanism from the planning phase as a matter of course.

10. Provide counseling or psychological sup-
port for persons who testify, and for families
and friends of victims before, during, and
after exhumations.

These are all very difficult and painful moments involving
complicated and unusual mourning processes, at the indi-
vidual, community, and national levels. Community and/or
individual counseling have already been developed by local
NGOs in places such as Guatemala and Zimbabwe. We be-
lieve that contracting a local or regional NGO that is already
familiar with the culture, language, religion, and individual
situations of the victims will offer extremely valuable benefits
to the families and communities involved. Local organizations
usually also have a first-hand understanding of the political
climates arising from conflicts. Finally, providing counseling
through a local or regional NGO can also lead to a more ef-
fective reparations stage in the resolution of a conflict.

11. Provide counseling or psychological sup-
port for staff members who receive testimo-
nies and for forensic personnel.

Sometimes the overwhelming weight of the testimonies
of witnesses, victims, and their families can produce con-
flicting feelings of exhaustion, guilt, and depression in
the researchers who are investigating atrocities for truth
commissions. In some instances, international investigative
missions have provided psychological support, but this is
still the exception. Counseling may prove especially helpful
when these commissions extend their work to a year or
more, as they often do.

12. Promote the incorporation of international
forensic protocols for human rights investi-
gations into domestic criminal procedures.

The incorporation of international forensic protocols and
guidelines for human rights investigations into domestic
criminal procedures is essential. This will ensure that scientif-
ic tools and mechanisms developed for human rights investi-
gations will have a more long-term effect. In support of this
effort, the United Nations and the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) have produced several documents
relating to forensic science and human rights.

CONCLUSION

In Latin America, the origin and practice of fo-
rensic anthropology was drastically different
from other regions. The Latin American experi-
ence resulted in the pioneering of the applica-
tion of forensic anthropology to large human
rights investigations. When we started our work
twenty-seven years ago, we needed to distance
ourselves from legal-medical systems and other
governmental institutions that had reportedly
committed crimes and/or had lost credibility
during lengthy periods of human rights viola-
tions. We worked outside these organizations,
incorporating new scientific tools for human
rights investigations. In order to have a long-
term effect, and taking advantage of increased
interest in international criminal law and its
domestic incorporation, we are now working to-
wards incorporating international protocols for
human rights work into domestic criminal pro-
cedures. In a way, then, in the past decades we
have come full circle.
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